Oklahoma Retired Educators Association

P.O. Box 18485, Oklahoma City, OK 73154 « 1-800-522-8091 or 405-528-7785

Getting News Media Coverage

Getting newsmediacoveragefor local OREA eventsispossible, but it will usually take someadvance
planning and work.

1.

M eeting Announcements. Don't forget to send a brief news rel ease announcement of your
OREA meeting totheloca newsmedia, withtime, place, speaker, other pertinent information,
and an open invitation to educationretirees. It will let the public and retired educators know that
theorganization existsandisactive, AND it may generate new memberships. It should gotothe
newsmediaat |east oneweek prior to the event.

Special M eeting Featur es. Most newsmediawill not cover regular OREA meetings, but they
might if thereissomething about the meeting that isnewsworthy. It could be aspecia speaker, a
special topic of discussion at the meeting, or presentation of awards. L et the newsmediaknow
in advance about the event. Don’t betoo surprised if they don’t come, but be prepared. Take
your own pictureof the speaker visiting informally with members, or presentation of theaward,
etc. Prepare anewsrel ease with informati on about the meeting and provideit along with the
pictureto thenewsmedia. Thereisagood chancethat it will be used—especialy in small-to-
mid-sized newspapers.

Plan a Special Event. If your OREA group ishosting abake saleto raisemoney for a
scholarship or sponsoring atrash pick-up for community beautification, let the newsmedia
know. PLAN an activity or event with thegoal of getting some news mediacoverage. If the
event if unique, memorable, community-centered, or donefor agood cause, you arelikely to get
newsmediacoverage.

Focuson OREA lobbying. If local OREA membersare going in agroup to OklahomaCity to
lobby for increased OTR benefits, let the newsmediaknow. It may get some mediacoverage.
Beprepared, though, to talk about specificsof thelegidation and why it isneeded.

WriteL etterstotheEditor. If thelocal OREA has amessage that needsto get out, especialy
about need for support of legidation that affects education and/or retirement benefits, lettersto
theeditor areagreat idea. Itisespecialy important thelettersto the editor fromretired
educatorsbewd | written, grammatical ly correct with no misspellings, and factualy accurate.

GenerateSory | deas. Aretheremembersof your local OREA organi zation who have unique
accomplishments, hobbies, travels, etc.?All newsoutletsare awayslooking for good feature
story material and most will welcomeyour ideasfor feature stories. Jot down thebasic feature
story information about this personinanoteand send it to specific newsmedialabeled “ Story
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Idea.” Thestory ideamay not directly relateto your OREA group, but citeinyour notethat the
personisan OREA member and thereisagood chancethat if they do astory, it will includethat
fact.

Prepared by the OREA Communications Committee:

Joe Wynn, Frederick, chair; Howard Johnson, Lawton; Kenya Kraft, Bethany; Cindy Dronyk, Bartlesville
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